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In the house of the Holy Prophet(P.), which presented the best image of both the worlds - the
heaven and the earth - a child who benefited humanity as if he was Divine Impression
reflecting the earth, was born on the 3rd night of the month of Sha’ban. His father was Imam
Ali(A.S.), the best model of kindness towards his friends and the bravest against the enemies
of Islam, and his mother was Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (A.S.), the only daughter of the Holy
Prophet(P.) who had as universally acknowledged, inherited the qualities of her father. Imam
Hussain(A.S.), is the third Apostolic Imam. When the good news of his birth reached the Holy
Prophet(P.), he came to his daughter's house, took the newly-born child in his arms, recited
Adhan and Iqamah in his right and left ears respectively, and on the 7th day of his birth, after
performing the rites of Aqiqah, named him al-Hussain, in compliance with Allah's(swt)
command. Hassan(A.S..) and Hussain(A.S.), the two sons of the Holy Imam Ali Ibn Abi
Talib(A.S..) and Lady Fatimah(A.S.),The Lady of Light. They were respected and revered as the

"Leaders of the Youths of Paradise" as stated by the Holy Prophet(P.).
Immediately after the demise of Holy Prophet (P.), the pure Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) withstood a
series of tortures and afflictions for the protection of religion which owes its survival to them.
They bore the destruction of the evidences of Truth with patience. All with the sole purpose
that religion should remain, that the sounds of 'Allah is the Greatest' and the Islamic witness

may continue to echo in the environs.
Their foresight visualized the point of the beginning of deviation. When two lines separate from
each other, the distance between them is not felt much in the beginning. For some time, it
looks like a single line. But as they advance, the difference becomes evident. The Syrian
government and the Caliphate of Yazid were the evident stages of this difference which
commenced after the demise of the Holy Prophet (P.). The Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), by their
authoritative actions, protected the Word revealed by Allah, the Almighty and emphasized by

the Holy Prophet (p.).
They protected the Word from distortion and the falsity of the other became manifest. In the
consultative committee (Shura), Ameer al-Momineen Ali (A.S.) refused to follow the conduct
of the first two Caliphs which contradicted the Holy Quran and the Prophet's Sunnah. By this,
he showed the difference between them. Those who suffered from intellectual myopia could
not comprehend this diversion. Imam al-Hassan (A.S.) signed the truce on the condition that



Mu’awiya would follow Quran and Sunnah which was accepted in writing by the latter. But later
he breached the trust thereby violating the command of the Holy Quran, "O ye who believe!
Fulfill your obligations (and your commitments)." (Surah al-Maida).The clear tradition of the
Holy Prophet, "Believers are those who fulfill their commitments", in such an open manner that
humanity itself became astonished. He tore the paper on which the truce was signed into small

pieces and crushed them with his feet. People stood (watching) as silent spectators.
Imam Husain (A.S.), by his resolve, made it clear that deviation had penetrated deep into the

entire society, the ruler and the ruled alike.
Gradually, things went so bad that a person who had not an iota of Islam in him claimed the
lofty titles of “Ameer al-Momineen” and “KhaleefatulMuslimeen” and became their ruler. A
person whose every action was opposed to the very fabric of Divine Teachings. The
differences between the deviations and Islamic teachings had now reached such a point that
the former could no longer be misrepresented as "Ta 'weel (explanations) " or "Ijtehadi errors."
The Ahl al-Bayt (A.S) by their firmness indicated that this diversion from Islam and Quran had

commenced immediately after the demise of the Holy Prophet (p.).
The image of Islam had now been battered to such an extent that the “KhaleefatulMuslimeen”
indulged in every possible forbidden deed. On the other hand, the Islamic Ummah, at large,
completely ignored their obligations of enjoining good and forbidding evil. They were immersed
in craving for the world, love for the transient life and negligence of the hereafter. They pledged

their loyalty to the tyrant and behaved as if nothing was wrong.
How could the people, whom the Messenger of Allah (p.) had appointed as the defenders of
religion and who received the duty of protection of religion inheritance from Hazrat Abu Talib

(A.S.) and Umm al-Mu’mineen Khadijah (s.a.), watch quietly as Islam was being rent asunder?
The time was ripe for a well-planned uprising to reform the society. The tree of Islam needed
pure and noble blood to water its roots. From the very beginning, Imam Husain (A.S.) was
ready for such an eventuality. Therefore, he (A.S.) had hand-picked some persons, who though

finite in number, were infinite in resolve.
This incident occurred in a single day but its repercussions acquired eternal proportions. When
the blood which flowed in the veins of Imam Hussain's (A.S.) helpers, spilled on the earth of
Karbala, it gushed in the veins of every self-respecting Muslim and teemed from the eyes of

every mourner.
The conclusions derived from the Uprising of Imam Husain (A.S.) are not easy to enumerate.
When the effects of an incident are everlasting, how can one confine the consequences of the

.same? However, here we will attempt to indicate towards some of the important conclusions



The Exaltation of Religion
Those who wanted to abolish religion - to make their own actions a part of religion like the
Quran and the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (p.) were annihilated. Religion continued to survive
even today but their deeds have become a symbol of evil (deeds). Imam Husain (A.S.), by his
actions, proved that "And (Allah) made lowest the word of those who disbelieved; and the word

of Allah, that is the highest"(al-Tawbah: 140)
The tradition of the Holy Prophet (p.) explains this fact: “Islam will always remain exalted, none

will overpower it."
Wherever the call of religion is raised in the universe or if a Muslim is proud to call himself so,
it is only because of the sacrifices of Imam Husain (A.S.). Nothing can ever enliven religion in
the manner the narrations of the Holy Imam (A.S.) have done. Had the uprising not occurred
and had Yazid’s religion been allowed to prevail, no religious person would ever feel proud of
his religion or decency of the self. On the contrary, everyone would exude arrogance in

irreligiousness. It is Imam Husain (A.S.) who has provided exaltation to the God-fearing.
The Victory of Truth and the Perpetuity of the Universe

Allah, the Almighty declares in the Holy Quran, "And should the truth follow their low desires,
surely the heaven and the earth and all  those who are therein would have perished." (al-

Mu’minoon: 71)
Had Imam Husain (A.S.) not revolted and remained a silent observer, then not only would have
evil overpowered religion but the very existence of the skies and the earth, indeed the entire
universe would have been threatened. Everything would be annihilated. Hence, even the

.(.continued existence of the universe is a result of the uprising of Imam Husain (A.S

.(.Verily, the entire existence is indebted to the uprising of the Chief of the Martyrs (A.S

Religious Awakening
The destructive influence of cable and television culture is spreading its tentacles far and wide.
Be it a village or a city, rich or deprived, everyone seems to be bitten by it. The feeling of guilt of
having committed a sin has decreased. Deviations and violations, wine and women, corruption
and indecency have become a way of life. Humanity has become colorless in the glamour of

worldliness.
Inspite of all this, no drunkard and monkey keeper can lay claim to the Khilafat (successorship)
of Holy Prophet (p.). Even if he does so, none will accept him. With such deeds, indeed, no

power in the world can make such a person Caliph.
This awakening is the result of the sacrifices and uprising of Imam Husain (A.S.). Otherwise,



before Imam Husain’s(A.S) revolution the Muslims did accept a corrupt and deviated debauch
like Yazid as Caliph and considered his obedience as necessary and obligatory. But for the

.steadfastness of Imam Husain (A.S.), religious decency would have perished

As Imam Husain (A.S.) addressed the people in one of his speeches:
"If the people see a tyrant ruler permitting the divine prohibitions, violating Allah's orders,
opposing the Sunnah of Holy Prophet (p.) and oppressing the people unjustly, yet do not raise
their voices against him nor revolt for change, then consider them liable for punishment in front
of God and retribution is their abode. See how zealously they obey Satan and keep away from
the obedience of the Almighty. They spread sedition and break divine limits. They spend the
public treasury for their own (lowly) desires and change the permitted acts to prohibited ones
and vice versa. I am responsible to change these conditions........"(Tarikhe Tabari: 4/42, Al-

Kaamil of Ibn Athir)
Ponder over these statements and see how each word awakens religious morality. Each

sentence provides for reformation in thought.
The uprising of Imam Husain (A.S.) has infused such a spirit in Islam that nobody can ever
think of destroying it. During the last fourteen centuries, it has managed to withstand all forms
of onslaughts against it. Whenever there is a conspiracy against Islam, it urges the Muslims to

become more active.
These are the effects, in brief, of the great sacrifice of Imam Husain (A.S.), the Chief of the

.Martyrs

The Day of Ashura (10th of Muharram)
At dawn Imam Hussain (A.S.) glanced over the army of Yazid and saw Umar IbnSa’d ordering
his forces to march towards him. He gathered his followers and addressed them thus:" Allah
has, this day, permitted us for our martyrdom. So prepare yourselves to fight against the
enemies of Islam with patience and resistance. O sons of the noble and self - respecting
persons, be patient! Death is nothing but a bridge which you must cross after facing trials and
tribulations so as to reach Heaven and its joys. Which of you do not like to go from this prison
(world) to the lofty palaces (Paradise)?" Having heard the Imam'saddress, All his companions
were overwhelmed and cried out," O our Master! We are all ready to defend you and your Ahl

al-Bayt, and to sacrifice our lives for the cause of Islam."
Imam Hussain(A.S.) sent out his companions from his camp one after another to fight and
sacrifice their lives in the way of the Lord. Lastly, when all his men and children had laid down
their lives, Imam Hussain(A.S.) brought his six- month old baby son Ali al-Asghar(A.S.), and



offering him on his own hands, demanded some water for the baby, dying of thirst. The thirst of
the baby was quenched by a deadly poisoned arrow from the brute's forces, which pinned the
baby's neck to the arm of the helpless father. At last when the six-month old baby also was
killed, Imam Hussain(A.S.) addressed Allah(swt): "O Lord! Your Hussain has offered in your
way whatever you had blessed him with. Bless Your Hussain, O Lord! With the acceptance of

this sacrifice. Everything Hussain could do till now was through Your help and by Your Grace."
Lastly Imam Hussain(A.S.) came into the field and was martyred, the details of which
merciless slaughter are heart rending. The forces of Yazid having killed Imam Hussain(A.S.),
cut and severed his head from his body and raised it on a lance. The severed head of the Holy
Imam(A.S.) began glorifying Allah(swt) from the point of the lance saying, Allahu Akbar'. "All
glory be to Allah Who is the Greatest!" After the wholesale, merciless and most brutal slaughter
of the Holy Imam(A.S.) with his faithful band, the helpless ladies and children along with the

!ailing son of Imam Hussain(A.S.), Imam Ali Zain al-Abidin(A.S.), were taken captives


