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Predictions about this Noble Lady - 1.1

It is interesting to know that the Imams (A) foretold the birth of this noble lady and her
presence in Qum many years before her birth.

:(Qadr Narullah Shishtart (d. 1109 A.H) reports from the 6th Imam, Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (A
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A lady from my children whose name will be Fatima, daughter of Musa, will die in Qum. On the"
Day of Judgement this lady will intercede for all my Shi‘a to enter Heaven.”1

:(CAllamah Majlist narrates from Imam al-Sadiq (A
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A lady from my children, by the name of Fatima will be buried in Qum. Whoever visits her”
[shrine], will certainly be admitted to Heaven.”2

The writer of the above tradition says that Imam al-Sadiq (A) gave these glad tidings even
before the birth of his son, the 7th Imam, Imam Misa al-Kadim (A), the father of Lady Fatima
Masuma (A).

Since Imam al-Kadim (A) was born in 128 A.H and Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in 173 A.H; this
speech was made at least 45 years before her birth. Therefore, the good news of her birth was
foretold more than 45 years before she was born!

1.2 - The date of her birth

According to certain traditions, some of which are mentioned below, Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
was born on the 1st of Dhul Qa'dah, 173 A.H in Madina.

1. The narrator Ayatollah Shaykh Ali Namazi (d. 1405 A.H) writes:“Fatima Masuma was born
at the beginning of the month of Dhul Qa'dah in the year 173 A.H"3

2. Mulla Muhsin Fayd narrates:

“Lady Fatima [Masuma)], daughter of Imam al-Kadim (A) was born in Madina at the beginning
of the month Dhul Qa'dah in the year 173 A.H and she passed away in Qum on the 10th of the
month Rabr al-Thant in the year 201 A.H.4

Others who have also written that the birth of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is in the beginning of
the month of Dhul Qa’dah are mentioned below:

1. "Allamah Bahrant in his book "Awalim al-"Ulim, vol. 21, p. 328.

2. Shaykh Mahdi MansurT in his book Hayat Al-Sadat, p. 10.

3. Dr. Muhammad Hadi Amint in his book Fatimah Bint al-Imam Mdusa al-Kadim, p. 21.



4. Ahmad Zadeh in his book Zendegani Hadrat Musa lbn Ja'far, vol. 2, p. 375.

Some of the authors above have recorded the year of the birth of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) as
183 A.H instead of 173 A.H, but this is incorrect on account of two major points, which are:

i. If we study the details of Imam Misa al-Kadim’s (A) life we see that on the 25th Rajab 183
A.H he died in prison in Baghdad. We also know the minimum amount of time that he spent in
prison was four years and during this imprisonment, his family was in Madina. So it cannot be
possible for Lady Fatima Masuma (A) to be born in this same year of 183 A.H.

ii. Also, it is well documented that Imam al-Kadim (A) had more than one daughter named
Fatima, and that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was the eldest Fatima (Fatimat al-Kubra), therefore
she could not have been born in the same year as the year of her father’s death.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that it is not possible that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was
born in the year 183 A.H, and the authors who have quoted this date have made a mistake,
(either in counting or writing) and should have recorded 173 A.H.

1.3 - The date of her death

There is no difference of opinion about the fact that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) died in Qum in
the year 201 A.H. The year of her death is further corroborated by the tiles in her shrine, dating
back from centuries ago, which have the same date written on them.5

However, there are various possibilities about the month and day of her death:

1. 10th Rabr al-Thanié

2. 12th Rabr" al-Thani7

3. 8th Sha'ban8

There is no evidence to say which of the three dates is correct, and so the scholars have
decided that because the first and the second dates are so close together, the mourning for the
death of this noble lady should be over a three day period (10th, 11th and 12th of RabT al-
Thani).

the days of Masuma”." — "diegquax0 oLl : This three day period is called

Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was about 28 years old when she died, although some scholars have
said that at the time of her death her age was 18 (from the mistake of the year of her birth -
183 A.H instead of 173 A.H) and others have said her age was 23, but this last narration is not
very reliable, due to its weak chain of transmission.

1.4 - Her father

The father of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was the 7th Imam — Imam Misa al-Kadim (A). It has
been recorded in history that Imam al-Kadim (A) had numerous children.

Shaykh Mufid (d. 413 A.H) writes that Imam al-Kadim (A) had 37 children (whom he has



named), 19 sons and 18 daughters; and that two of these daughters were named Fatima -
Fatima al-Kubra and Fatima al-Sughra.9

Sibt ibn Jawzi, the famous 8th century scholar of the Ahl al-Sunnah, narrates that four
daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A) were named Fatima: Fatima al-Kubra, Fatima al-Wust3,
Fatima al-Sughra and Fatima al-Ukhra.10

Fatima al-Kubra is the very same Lady Fatima Masuma (A) buried in Qum.

It is narrated that Fatima al-Wusta is buried in Isfahan and her Haram is called Sitti Fatima
(near Chahar Siq Shirazi-ha).

Fatima al-Sughra is well known as “Bibi Heybat”. She is buried in Azerbaijan,11 where the
beautiful dome and gardens at her shrine were destroyed during the era of Communist Russia.
Fatima al-Ukhra, who is also known as Fatima Tahira, is buried in Rasht, Iran.12

The contemporary researcher, "Allamah Shaykh Muhammad Tagqr Tustart writes: Amongst all
the children of Imam al-Kadim (A), other than Imam Ali al-Rida (A) there was no one equal in
status to Lady Fatima Masuma (A).13

In 173 A.H, Harun al-Rashid became the Caliph. Six years later, on the 20th Shawwal 179 A.H,
he ordered Imam al-Kadim (A) to be arrested in Madina. At the time of his arrest, Imam (A)
was in the state of prayers in the Prophet’s (S) mosque. After his arrest, he was brought to
Iraq, where he was imprisoned in the dungeons of Baghdad. This is where the Imam (A) spent
the rest of his life.

Hardn had the Imam (A) poisoned, and he died in the prison of Baghdad on the 24th or the
25th of Rajab in the year 183 A.H. He is buried in the “Maqgabir Quraysh” which is now known
as Kadimayn, because the 9th Imam - Imam Muhammad al-Taqi (A) is also buried there.14
From the dates above, we can conclude that the Imam (A) was in prison for four years.
However, some historians have quoted that his time in prison was seven years, and lbn Jawzi
has mentioned that it was eleven years.15

1.5 - Her mother

The mother of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was also the mother of the 8th Imam — Imam Ali al-
Rida (A) and she had no children other than these two.

She was known by several names, the most well known of them was Najmah Khatin.16

Lady Najmah was a slave from North Africa and was bought by Lady Hamidah, the mother of
Imam al-Kadim (A). After she came into the house of the Ahl al-Bayt (A), she reached a high
level of intellectual and spiritual excellence, with lessons and teachings from Lady Hamidah.
Lady Hamidah narrates that one night she had a dream, where she saw the Prophet (S) and he

said to her: ‘Make Najmah the wife of your son, Misa ibn Ja'far, so that soon the best of



people in the world (Imam al-Rida (A)) will be born from her.17 Lady Hamidah acted upon this
order, and so Najmah became the wife of Imam al-Kadim (A) and later, the mother of Imam al-
Rida (A) and Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Some of the other names mentioned for Lady Najmabh are:

Tuktam: This was a popular name amongst the Arabs, and it was the name of the mother of
Imam al-Rida and Lady Fatima Masuma (A) at the time when she was bought as a slave.

The name Tuktam was also used to refer to the well of Zamzam (the well near the Ka'bah) in
the dream of Abdul Muttalib, when he was told to dig up and find the hidden well, and in this
way it seems a very appropriate name for Najmah Khatun whose excellence was also hidden at
the time of her slavery.18

Umm al-Banin: This was the only title that was given to her; the meaning of this title is the
“mother of boys” although Najmah Khatin only had two children — Imam al-Rida (A) and Lady
Fatima Masuma (A). Due to the nobleness of both of her children, she had this title “Umm al-
Banin” given to her.19

Tahira: It has been narrated that after giving birth to Imam Ali al-Rida (A) on 11th Dhul Qa'dah
in the year 148 A.H in Madina, she was known as Tahira, which has the meaning of purity.20
Although Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was born 25 years after Imam al-Rida (A), the fact that
they had the same mother and father, led to a special closeness between them.

1.6 - The names and titles of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

It has been emphasised in many traditions that the choosing of a suitable name for a child is
the responsibility of the father.21 The recommendation is that, if the child is a boy, then the
name of the Prophet (S) and the Imams (A), especially the names Muhammad and Ali should
be chosen for him.22 And for a daughter there is no name more suitable than Fatima.23

The Imams (A), due to their high esteem of Lady Fatima Zahra (A) would accord great respect
and reverence to the name ‘Fatima’. So much so, that when one of his companions informed
Imam al-Sadiq (A) that he had chosen the name Fatima for his daughter, the Imam (A)
exclaimed: “Ah, Ah.” Then he said: “Now that you have kept her name Fatima, be careful not to
ever curse or beat her."24

And it was due to this respect that the Imams (A) would name their children by these holy
names, and usually more than one child had the fortune to have such a noble name. Especially
so in the case of Imam al-Kadim (A), who named four of his daughters Fatima, as mentioned
previously. We know that the name of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was Fatima (al-Kubra).
Masuma: The title of Masuma was given to this noble lady by her brother, Imam al-Rida (A). It

is worth noting that this title was awarded to her after her death and she was not referred to by



this name during her life-time. This also nullifies the erroneous view that she died after her
brother, Imam al-Rida (A), on hearing the news of his death.

Mirza Muhammad Taqi (d. 1297 A.H) reports that the title “Masuma” was given to her by her
:brother — Imam al-Rida (A). And according to this tradition Imam al-Rida (A) said
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Whoever visits Masuma in Qum is like the one who has visited me.”25"

The question arises, was this title “Masuma” given to her to indicate her sinless status? In
other words, was she infallible in the same sense as the 14 Ma'simin (The Prophet, Lady
Fatima Zahra and the 12 Imams - peace be upon them all), who are considered sinless and
:Divinely protected according to the verse of Purity
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Verily, Allah intends to keep all uncleanliness away from you, O Ahl al-Bayt, and to purify you”
thoroughly.”26

Several scholars believe that some of the noble personalities from the household of the
Prophet (S), such as Lady Zaynab (A), Hadrat "Abbas (A) and Lady Fatima Masuma (A), due to
their proximity to the Ma simin (A) have acquired a high state of purity.

Infallibility (al-"ismah) has two meanings: Infallible from error and infallible from sin. When
speaking of the infallibility of the Ma simin (A), both these meanings apply, but when speaking
about special and noble people, such as Lady Zaynab (A), Hadrat “Abbas (A) or Lady Fatima
Masuma (A), the latter meaning of infallible from sin is meant.

Here we do not have the space to discuss this issue, but we can mention that the Imams (A)
never falsely praised anyone, and the fact that the Imam al-Rida (A) gave the title of Masuma
to his sister is proof that she deserved such a title.

Karimat Ahl al-Bayt: This title, meaning “the Noble one of the family of the Prophet (S)” was
given to her by either Imam al-Bagir (A) or Imam al-Sadiq (A) in a dream seen by Ayatollah
Sayyid Mahmid Mar'ashi Najafi, the author of Mashjirat al-"Alawiyin.

This noble man was very interested in finding the exact location of the burial place of Lady
Fatima Zahra (A), and for this purpose he spent 40 days supplicating, so that he could be
privileged with this information.

On the 40th night, after the completion of his prayers, he went to sleep and in his dream he
saw himself present at the grave of either Imam al-Baqir (A) or Imam al-Sadiq (A) (both of
:whom are buried in Jannat al-Baqr in Madina). Imam (A) said to him

| advise you to go to the Karimat (Noble one)”



of the Ahl al-Bayt”

He thought that by Karimat Ahl al-Bayt, Imam (A) was referring to Lady Fatima Zahra (A), and
so he answered, “Yes, | have been supplicating for this very purpose, so that | may know the
exact place of the holy grave of this noble personality, enabling me to perform her pilgrimage.”
The Imam (A) said, “I meant the holy grave of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in Qum.” Then the
Imam (A) added, “It is Allah’s desire that the location of the holy grave of Lady Fatima Zahra
(A) be hidden from everyone.”

Therefore, the Imam (A) has placed the grave of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in place of the grave
of Lady Fatima Zahra (A), and so all the honour and grandeur that would have been accorded
to the grave of Lady Fatima Zahra (A) should be given to the grave of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A).

On waking from his dream, the late Mar ashi made an intention to travel to Qum with his
family, in order to perform the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) and he carried out this
intention without any delay.27 He died in Najaf, in the year 1338 A.H.

Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Shahab al-Din Mar ashi Najafi, the illustrious son of the late Mar ashi,
migrated to Iran in the year 1342 A.H. He often cited that one of the reasons for his emigration
to Iran was the dream of his father.

After a short stay in Tehran, he entered the seminary in Qum, al-Hawzah al-‘limiyabh, in the year
1343 A.H, and here he lived, in the proximity of the Karimat of Ahl al-Bayt — Lady Fatima
Masuma (A) — until his death in the year 1411 A.H.

For over sixty years, every morning, the late Shahab al-Din Mar ashi, was the first person to
perform the pilgrimage of this noble lady. He would wait outside her shrine for the doors to be
opened.

Even during his final illness before his death, he requested to be carried to her shrine in order to
perform her pilgrimage.

Other titles that have been given to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) are:

1. Tahirah 6. Naqgiyah

2. Hamidah 7. Radiyah

3. Barrah 8. Mardiyah

4. Rashidah 9. Sayyidah

5. Taqiyah 10. Ukht al-Rida.

All of these ten titles can be found in her salutation (Ziyarat), which has been narrated by
Shaykh Muhammad Ali Qummr in his book, Anwar al-Musha'sha'in. This salutation for Lady

Fatima Masuma (A) is other than the more famous one that has been narrated by "Allamah



Majlist in Bihar al-Anwar, quoting from Imam al-Rida (A).

1.7 - The high status of Lady Fatima Masuma (A)

In the salutation (Ziyarat) of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) which has been narrated from Imam al-
:Rida (A) (the salutation is quoted in the final chapter of this book), one reads
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We ask from Allah) not to deprive us from understanding your status. Indeed, He is the)”
Protector and has Power over everything.”

And so in this chapter we will attempt to understand something of the great status of this
noble lady. Some traditions that are indicative of her status are mentioned below:

:(1. The authentic tradition from Imam al-Rida (A
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Whoever visits Masuma in Qum is like the one who has visited me.”28"
This tradition implies that the rewards and benefits awarded to a pilgrim are the same whether
he does the pilgrimage of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) or Imam al-Rida (A). Also, from this
tradition, as discussed previously, we get the title of Masuma (infallible) that was given to this
noble lady by Imam (A) himself.

:(1. The authentic tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A
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A lady from my children, by the name of Fatima will be buried in Qum. Whoever visits her”
[shrine], will certainly be admitted to Heaven.”29

This narration also illustrates the high status of this noble lady, because her pilgrim is ensured
entry into Heaven.

:(3. Another authentic tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A
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A lady from my children whose name will be Fatima, daughter of Musa, will die in Qum. On the"
day of Judgement this lady will intercede for all my Shi‘a to enter Heaven.”30

This narration indicates the honour and position of Lady Fatima Masuma (A), who will be the
means of intercession of the Shi‘a of the Ahl al-Bayt (A) on the Day of Judgement.

Although there have been other traditions by the Imams (A) stating that, through the
intercession of the scholars and the martyrs, people will enter Heaven, never has a non-
Ma’sum been specifically named for this intercession, as in the case of Lady Fatima Masuma
(A).

4. The Ziyarat to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) that we have in our hand today has been narrated

from Imam al-Rida (A). Interestingly, no other non-Ma'sum has had an Imam dictate the text



and manner of their Ziyarat other than Lady Fatima Masuma (A).

Also, because we know that this Ziyarat has been narrated by the Imam (A) through a reliable
tradition, the virtues of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) within it must be considered true.

Some extracts from her Ziyarat are discussed here as an example:

i. In this Ziyarat, she is called:

the daughter of the Prophet of God,

the daughter of Fatima and Khadijah,

the daughter of Amir al-Mu’'minin Ali,

the daughter of Hasan and Husain,

the daughter of the Vicegerent of God (al-Kadim),

the sister of the Vicegerent of God (al-Rida),

and the aunt of the Vicegerent of God (al-Jawad)

(may the blessings of Allah be on all of them).

:That portion from her Ziyarat is reproduced below

Al Yoy eaiy b elile oMl

IPeace be on You, O Daughter of the Messenger of Allah
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IPeace be on you, O Daughter of Fatima and Khadijah
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Peace be on you, O Daughter of the

ICommander of the Faithful
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IPeace be on you, O Daughter of Hasan and Husain
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IPeace be on you, O Daughter of the Vicegerent of Allah
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IPeace be on you, O Sister of the Vicegerent of Allah
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Peace be on you, O Aunt of the Vicegerent of Allah!

The above relation given of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) shows the honourable family that this
noble lady comes from and also her nobility due to being a ‘true’ child of the Prophet (S), Lady
Khadijah al-Kubra, Lady Fatima Zahra (A) and the Pure Imams (A).

ii. In this Ziyarat, Imam al-Rida (A) refers us to her for intercession, due to her nearness, status

.and special esteem in the eyes of Allah
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O Fatima! Intercede for me, so that | enter Heaven, for indeed you have a great status in the
eyes of Allah.31

The intercession of this noble lady in the matter of our entrance to Heaven has been
mentioned before in the authentic traditions from Imam al-Sadiq (A) and in the salutation
taught by Imam al-Rida (A).32

5. One of the noble qualities attributed to Lady Fatima Zahra (A) was that her father, the
:Prophet (S) would say about her
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May her father be sacrificed for her.”"33"

This phrase was also used in reference to Lady Fatima Masuma (A) by her father, Imam al-
Kadim (A).34

This statement is indeed worthy of attention because:

i. it compares the status of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) to that of Lady Fatima Zahra (A), since it
is the same phrase that the Prophet (S) also used.

ii. the statement itself comes from an Imam (A) and that further emphasises the status of Lady
Fatima Masuma (A).

1. The shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) is equivalent to the shrine of Lady Fatima Zahra
(A).35

7. The coming of the two men, whose faces were not clearly seen, at the time of the burial of
Lady Fatima Masuma (A). These two men, who are believed to have been Imam al-Rida (A)
and Imam al-Tagqr (A), buried the noble lady.36

An infallible is always buried by an infallible. This incident in itself does not necessarily prove
that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was infallible, because the Imams (A) would take part in the
burial rituals of many of their followers. However, it does indicate her high status, and the fact
that the Imams (A) came from afar and took over the responsibility of her burial is worth
noting.

8. The number of traditions from the Imams (A) on the virtues of Qum, (mentioned in section
4.5), due to the fact that this noble lady is buried here. There is no other place where a non-
Ma'sum is buried, that has been mentioned so numerously.

9. The number of miracles, that have been narrated by scores of people, in different
generations (mentioned in section 3.11) has not occurred in any other place where a Prophet
(S) or Imam (A) is not buried, except for the shrine of Hadrat "Abbas (A) in Karbala and Lady

Zaynab (A) in Damascus.



10. The authentic traditions that have been narrated by this noble lady (mentioned in section
1.9) show her high degree of knowledge of the various Islamic sciences and the teachings and
merits of the family of the Prophet (S), in addition to her other qualities.

1.8 - Why did Lady Fatima Masuma (A) not marry?

It is almost certain that Lady Fatima Masuma (A) did not marry. The question arises “Why?”
We know that marriage is a highly desirable and recommended act in Islam and in regards to
:marriage, some of the traditions of the Prophet (S) are quoted below
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There is no institution more honourable and beloved to Allah, than marriage.37

Marriage is part of my Sunnah (practice) and whoever disregards my Sunnah is not from
me.38

It has been narrated that in the time of the 5th Imam, Imam al-Baqir (A), a certain woman did
not marry for the sake of honour, self discipline and gaining nearness to Allah. The Imam (A)
told her: “If the abandonment of marriage gave a person more honour, then Lady Fatima Zahra
(A) would not marry, for there is no woman purer and more honourable than her.39

Therefore, we can be sure that there must have been a good reason for Lady Fatima Masuma
(A) not marrying. Two possible reasons are cited below:

The first reason may be due to the fact that, the daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A), especially
Lady Fatima Masuma (A), were women of great distinction and to find husbands who would be
compatible to them was not easy. Imam al-Kadim (A) had therefore recommended them to
take the advice and opinion of Imam al-Rida (A) in matters such as marriage, due to his own
inaccessibility while he was imprisoned by Harun.40

The fact that there were no suitable spouses present for the daughters of the Ahl al-Bayt (A),
does not seem so far-fetched when we consider the tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (A) in
:(reference to Lady Fatima Zahra (A
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If God had not created the Commander of the Faithful [Ali] for Fatima, then there would not”
have been a suitable husband for her in the whole world from the time of Adam to the end of
mankind."41

The second reason is that the fear and anxiety caused by Harun’s government at that time was
such that no-one dared to get close to the family of the Ahl al-Bayt (A).

To marry one of the daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A), and become his son in-law was



considered too dangerous.

This was one of the many sad difficulties that Imam’s (A) family faced, due to the tyranny of
the rulers of their time.42

We cannot determine with certainty why Lady Fatima Masuma (A) did not marry, however, we
can be sure it was not due to the abandonment of marriage as a personal choice.

1.9 - Lady Fatima Masuma (A) as a narrator of traditions

One of the qualities of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was her considerable knowledge of the
various Islamic sciences and the teachings and merits of the family of the Prophet (S). She is
counted amongst the highest rank of reliable narrators of traditions.

Unfortunately, due to the oppressive rulers at her time, there was great restriction in narrating
anything from the Ahl al-Bayt (A) and so a lot of material has been lost.

Some of the traditions (ahadith) which have been narrated by this noble lady, that have reached
us, are given below, with their chain of transmission (sanad).

1. The tradition of Ghadir and the tradition of Manzilat
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The daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A), Fatima (Masuma), Zaynab and Umm Kulthim have
narrated to me:

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sadiq (A), narrated to us:

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Bagqir (A) narrated to me:

Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sajjad (A) narrated to me:

Fatima and Sakinah, daughters of Imam Husain (A) narrated to me:

Umm Kulthim daughter of Lady Fatima Zahra (A) narrated to us, from her mother, the
daughter of the Prophet (S) that she said:

“Have you forgotten the words of the Prophet of God on the day of Ghadir Khum, when he said:
‘Whosever's leader | am, then Ali is also their leader’, and his words, to Ali (A) ‘Your relationship
to me is like the relationship of Harun to Musa.”43

2. With the same chain of narrators as above, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) narrates from Lady
Fatima Zahra (A):

“I heard from my father, the Prophet (S), who said:

‘When | went to Mi'raj (ascension to the Heavens), | entered Heaven, and there | saw a palace



made of white pearls, the door of that palace was decorated with pearls and rubies, and on that
door was hanging a curtain.

:| raised my head towards it and saw written on the door
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There is no God but Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the Guardian of the”
community.”

:I then looked at the curtain and on that was written

Ah, ah! Who is like the Shi‘a of Ali?"*

| entered the palace, in it | saw a castle, made of red ‘Aqiq. It had a door of silver, decorated
with green topaz and on that door was hanging a curtain.

:| raised up my head and saw written on that door
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the Successor of Mustafa.”44

3. Lady Fatima Masuma (A), through a reliable chain, has narrated from Safiyah, the daughter
:of "Abd al-Muttalib, [the paternal aunt of the Prophet (S)], who relates
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When Imam Husain (A) was born and | was attending to his mother, the Prophet (S) said to”
me: Oh aunt ! Bring my child to me. | said: | have not yet washed him [to make him Tahir
(clean)]”. He said: “Oh aunt ! Do you want to wash him, when God the Most High has washed
him and made him pure?”45

:4. It is narrated that
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Fatima (Masuma) daughter of Imam al-Kadim,

narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sadiq,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Baqir,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam al-Sajjad,

who narrates from Fatima daughter of Imam Husain,

who narrates from Zaynab daughter of Imam Ali,



who narrates from Lady Fatima Zahra daughter of the Prophet of God,

who has narrated that the Prophet (S) has said:

“Know that whoever dies having the love of the family of Muhammad, dies a martyr
(shahid).”46

From the above traditions, narrated by Lady Fatima Masuma (A) with a reliable chain of
narrators, we see that not only the men folk of the family of the Prophet (S) narrated traditions
from the Prophet (S), but also the women of this family had a role in narrating his traditions.
1.10 - The influence of Imam al-Kadim (A) and Imam al-Rida (A) on Lady Fatima Masuma (A)
According to authentic traditions, during the year 179 A.H, Imam al-Kadim (A) was arrested on
the orders of Harln (the 5th Abbasid Caliph) and taken from Madina to Baghdad via Basra. In
Baghdad, he was imprisoned and he remained in prison until his death in the year 183 A.H.
This separation of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) from her father was very difficult for her. She
longed to see her father again but this was not to be, because the family of the Imam (A) learnt
of his death within the prisons of Baghdad about 4 years later.

From the time of the imprisonment of her father, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was under the
guardianship of her brother, Imam al-Rida (A), who was 25 years older than her. This lasted
until the year 200 A.H, when he was summoned to Khurasan by Ma'mdn.

This guardianship was according to the will of their father, Imam al-Kadim (A).

In the beginning of the will of Imam al-Kadim (A), after mentioning the guardianship of Imam
:al-Rida (A) for his wives and daughters, the following was written
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and if anyone of the brothers wants his sister to get married, he must get his (Imam al-..."
Rida’s) permission..."47

Imam al-Rida (A) was not only instructed to be the guardian of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) but
also that of all the wives and daughters of Imam al-Kadim (A).

Fatima Masuma (A) spent the first six years of her life by the side of her noble father, which
she utilised to the maximum, learning all she could from him.

Even as a child her level of knowledge and spiritual awareness was very high, as seen from a
report by the late Ayatollah Sayyid Nasrullah Mustanbit,48 who reported that there were some
manuscripts found in the Shushtart libraries in the Holy city of Najaf, that had the following
tradition written on them:

“One Friday, a number of Shi'a went to Madina to meet Imam al-Kadim (A) to get some

questions answered. But when they reached the house of the Imam (A), they were informed



that he was away on a journey.

They decided to write their questions on a piece of paper and entrust this to the family of the
Imam (A), so that when he returned from his journey he could answer the questions.

After a few days in Madina, the Shi'a decided to return home. Before their homeward journey,
they passed by Imam’s (A) house to say their farewells and here they were given their paper
back with all their questions answered. The replies to their queries had been provided by Lady
Fatima Masuma (A), who at the time was only six years old.

They left Madina satisfied with the answers. On their journey home, they happened to meet
Imam al-Kadim (A), who was returning to Madina. They related to the Imam (A) the events that
had occurred.

The Imam (A) asked to see the paper with the questions answered by Lady Fatima Masuma
(A). After studying her replies and finding all the questions answered so correctly and
:eloquently by his young daughter, the Imam (A) remarked
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May her father be sacrificed for her.

Imam (A) repeated this phrase three times.49

This same phrase had also been used by the Prophet (S) for Lady Fatima Zahra (A). 50

The tradition above demonstrates the special giftedness of Lady Fatima Masuma (A), even as
a child. It comes as no surprise, therefore, when we read in her Ziyarat — which was dictated by
:Imam Ali Rida (A), the following
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Salutations to you, Oh Fatima, daughter of Misa ibn Ja'far, the proof (hujjah) and trusted one
(amin).51

After benefiting for six years from the guardianship of her father, Lady Fatima Masuma (A) was
then under the supervision of her brother for another 21 years. She took advantage of the
opportunity to learn under another Imam (A).

Indeed, she acquired such a high spiritual level that, after her passing away, her brother gave
her the title of “Masuma" (the infallible). This was high praise indeed, especially from an Imam
(A).

The Holy Shrine of Lady Fatima Masuma (A) in Qum
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